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President’s Message
Dear Friends,
Welcome everyone to 2021! Take a deep breath of relief that 2020 is behind us. AAUW Baton
Rouge is starting the year off with two Zoom events for our members and friends. The traditional
AAUW Baton Rouge Holiday Happening will take place via Zoom on Saturday, January 9th from 56 p.m. We are calling the Holiday Happening “Hindsight 2020”. Join us and share your stories of
surviving 2020. This will be a purely social event for our members to connect and unwind after
the busy holiday season. See the newsletter page 2 for more details.

President
June Klimash

Vice-President
Julie Sukkar
Secretary
Rebecca Triche
Treasurer
Pam Baldwin
Nominations
Valerie
JacksonJones
JiJi Jonas
Eileen Kennedy

Historian
Position Unfilled
Newsletter Publisher
Melanie Hanley

To contact any
officer or member,
send a message to
aauwbatonrouge@g
mail.com.

A second event will be held in January on Inauguration Day, Wednesday,
January 20, 2021. We want to celebrate the first woman in the White House to
serve as Vice-President. Let’s toast together the breaking of that glass ceiling
and enjoy some time sharing other glass ceiling opportunities that AAUW can
help make happen in the future. See the newsletter page 4 for more details.
The board is beginning to prepare for our annual meeting, which will be held
virtually in April. Please let one of the members of the nominating committee
know whether you could serve as an officer in 2021-2022. Your nominating
committee includes, JiJi Jonas, Valerie Jackson Jones and Eileen Kennedy
and any of them would be happy to answer any questions you have about
being an AAUW branch officer.
While most interest groups continue to meet virtually, see the newsletter for
details on interest group activities and other special events.
The Baton Rouge branch ended the year on a sad note as we lost a longtime
member Alice Luno. Alice was a past president of our branch and was very
active for years in many activities. The branch is currently accepting
donations to honor Alice and her past contributions to AAUW. Your checks
can be made out to AAUW, Baton Rouge and sent to Pam Baldwin.
I look forward to the day in 2021 when enough of us have received the vaccine
and we can again meet in person.
Until that time, stay safe.
June

Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 13, 2021
by Zoom at 6:30 p.m. All are
welcome.
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Holiday Happening / Hindsight 2020
AAUW Baton Rouge members
typically gather in early January
for Holiday Happening,
A social opportunity with no other agenda.
This year we are also calling Holiday Happening
“Hindsight 2020”.
We will meet by Zoom
on Saturday, January 9, 2021,
between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m.
See page 3 for questions to jog your memory as you consider what you would
like to share about your experiences during the pandemic.
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Holiday Happening

As you collect your thoughts in
anticipation
of
renewing
friendships with others you have
perhaps not seen in person since
late January, some time in
February, or mid March, here are
some question which might help
you think about what you want to
share with your AAUW friends.
They come from the following
internet source.
2020 Year In Review: 50 Powerful
Questions
To
Reflect
(instituteofyou.org)

They popped up as your
newsletter publisher googled.
They do not come recommended
by any authority. They are just to
suggest aspects of the pandemic
and aspirations for the New Year.
Thirty questions refer to the
2020 year we just completed.
Another
twenty
questions,
numbered 31-50, apply to this
year, 2021.

Skim them if you are interested. If
not, come ready to share what is
most meaningful to you and your
situation during the pandemic.

1. What is the most important lesson
you learned this year?
2. What is the best thing that
happened?
3. What challenges did you
overcome?
4. What new skills did you learn?
5. What did you do for your career
growth?
6. What did you enjoy the most?
7. What was your favourite moment?
8. How did you have fun?
9. What new habits did you start?
10. What are you the most proud of
this year?
11. What did you learn about
yourself?
12. How did you live by your core
values?
13. How did your relationships
(family, friends, work) evolve?
14. What was the best decision you
took?
15. How did you fail?
16. What got in the way of your
success?
17. What would you do differently if
you could?
18. How are you different than a year
ago?
19. What did you do for your physical
and mental health?
20. Who or what had the biggest
impact on your life this year?
21. What did you let go of?
22. What were the most useful
resources you had?
23. What are you thankful for this
year?
24. What did you leave unfinished?
25. What was the best compliment
you received?
26. If you were to talk about this year
like a story, how would you write it?
27. How do you describe this year in
3 to 5 keywords?
28. What energized you? What
drained you?
29. How kind were you to yourself?
30. What advice would you give your
last-year self?

PAGEintention
3
31. What is your
for next
year?
32. What are you going to continue
doing?
33. What do you want to change
completely?
34. How do you intend to be
different at the end of next year?
35. What will you do to step out of
your comfort zone?
36. How will you learn from your
future mistakes?
37. What do you want to accomplish?
38. What will be your purpose next
year?
39. Which existing relationships do
you want to focus on?
40. What career opportunities do you
want to create for yourself?
41. How will you make next year
matter?
42. How will you help others?
43. What personal qualities do you
want to strengthen?
44. What skills do you want to learn?
45. How will you take care of
yourself?
46. What places do you want to visit?
47. What will you say “no” to?
48. How will you improve your
environment?
49. Who will you ask help and
support from?
50. Who do you want to become next
year?
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On January 20, 2021, let's raise a glass to breaking the glass

ceiling and toast the first woman Vice President of the United
States. Join other AAUW Baton Rouge members and their
guests on Zoom from 11am until the end of the inauguration
ceremony to watch this historic event. We can take a moment
together when Vice President-elect Kamala Harris is sworn in
to celebrate how far women and women of color have come.
We will email the Zoom information to members and feel free
to invite a friend who would appreciate celebrating this moment
to join us.
(Note: You will have to watch the inauguration on TV—it won’t
be Zoomed.)
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Do you recall this ?
The Baton Rouge branch of AAUW will celebrate the end of voting for the US President
with a “Post-Voting Happy Hour” on Wednesday, November 4th at 5:00 pm via Zoom. Mix
up and pour your favorite drink and join your fellow members for some purely fun, social
time. Hour” on Wednesday, November 4th at 5:00 pm via Zoom. Mix up and pour your favorite
We exchanged beverage recipes and there was a winner ! It is JiJi Jonas’s Sangria 2.
So this month we are sharing her recipe. JiJi and her husband Larry have traveled to many
places throughout the world. They take interesting trips ! And they have sipped sangria in
Spain, but she says this Sangria recipe is her favorite, that it is better than any she has tasted on
the Iberian Peninsula. It comes from a really good cook book called Happy Herbivore Abroad by
Lindsay S. Nixon.
JiJi’s Sangria

2 bottles, cheap and fruity red wine
1 c. orange flavored vodka — Any orange flavored vodka will do.
Juice of 1 orange
1 quart seltzer water — Any fizzy water can be used.
2 apples, sliced
Other fruits of your choice may be added. This is optional.
In a large pitcher, mix wine, vodka, orange juice, and seltzer, stirring to
combine.
Add fruits or just sliced apples as desired.
Chill for several hours, then serve over ice.
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Condolences
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Alice B. Luno
Past President of AAUW Baton Rouge

Alice B. Luno, a native of Winnsboro, LA, and a resident of Baton Rouge, passed away on
December 9, 2020 at the age of 81.
Alice graduated from Northeast LA State College with a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work in 1966.
While attending Northeast, she was a member of the honor society. She also earned social welfare
hours from Tulane and LSU.
She was the Deputy Area Director of Guilford County, NC, and Deputy Area Director of
Greensboro, NC Mental Health Center.
She was past president of Friendship Force in Baton Rouge and also belonged to the Music Club.
She is survived by her husband, Guy A. Luno, Jr. of Baton Rouge; daughter, Pamela Benton of
Charlottesville, VA; grandson, Spencer Benton of Charlottesville, VA and sister, Cindy Hattonstall
of Washington State.
She was preceded in death by her mother, Jewel D. Long.
AAUW Baton Rouge members may contribute to our scholarship fund in Alice’s name.
Send donations to Pam Baldwin, treasurer.
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Evening Book Group

Gourmet

Great Decisions

Wednesday, January 6

Luck and Money Picnic

Tuesday, January 19

6:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

by Zoom

by Zoom
JiJi and Larry Jonas

China in Latin America

by Andrew Yang

will host a picnic

Reviewer: Margo Brault

January 1st, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

The reading selection is in your
2020 booklet. This meeting was
postponed from November 2020.

War on Normal People

at the park across the street

from City Park
featuring black eyed peas for luck.

All AAUW BR branch members
are welcome to meet with us.
Morning Book Group members
are especially encouraged to
meet with us. We will meet by
Zoom until further notice.
RSVP Ann Sperry
or

Catherine Roundtree

Discussion Leader:
Melanie Hanley

and your beverage of choice.

Participants should order
your
briefing books for 2021 through the
Foreign Policy Association. Use the
following link.
Be sure you are
ordering the 2021 briefing book.

Please let us know if you will
attend.

https:www.fpa.orggreat_decisions
/?act=gd_materials

and cabbage for money.
Bring an appetizer or dessert

If it is raining the picnic will be
cancelled .
Be brave if the weather is
cold!!!!!!!!

If you have questions, contact

Melanie Hanley.

Gourmet Group held their December Gourmet dinner at Pam and Greg Baldwin’s home on December 12th. Pictured
left to right are Lorraine Day, Judy Nielson, Pam Baldwin, and JiJi Jonas. Not pictured were Carolyn and Charles
Stutts, Chuck Nielson, Greg Baldwin, Margot Kiehfuss, Donal Day, and Larry Jonas.
Photo provided by JiJi Jonas
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Would you like to join the Evening Book Club ?
The AAUW Evening Book Group generally meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Unless
otherwise indicated, the group will meet by Zoom. The schedule for the remainder of the 2020 –
2021 year follows:

Margo Brault will review The War on Normal People
by Andrew Yang on January 6.

Susan Smolinsky will review The Great Influenza by John Berry
on February 5.
.
Cathy Roundtree will review The Book Woman of Troublesome
Creek by Kim Michele Richardson on March 3.

Anne Campbell will review The Splendid and the Vile
by Erik Larson on April 7.

APA
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

Gourmet

3

4

5

6Evening

7

8

Book Club

10Happy

11

12

Birthday to

13

Happening
“Hindsight
2020” Zoom

14

15

Norma
Thomason

Julie Sukkar

17

18

19

20

Great
Decisions

Inauguration/
Glass
Ceiling Zoom

16Happy
Birthday to

Board
Meeting

JiJi Jonas and

9Holiday

21

22

23

28

29

30

Happy
Birthday to
Aileen
Hendricks

24

31

25

26

27

