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President’s Message
Dear Friends,
Throughout the spring, you will be asked by the AAUW national organization to vote on Open
Membership. The AAUW Baton Rouge Board is encouraging each of our branch members to
support this change. You may comment directly to the national office until February 5. Please be
watching for the actual vote on this issue and other proposed policy and bylaws changes to arrive
by email from AAUW National for you to take action.
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What is Open Membership? It means there will no longer be the requirement
to have a college degree to join AAUW. This has been proposed before and not
approved by the membership, but in the past few years we’ve seen declines in
membership and some of us have recruited interested women to join AAUW
only to learn they did not have a college degree. This change would help appeal
to a broader membership.
The Rationale from National states: “AAUW’s mission is to advance gender
equity, yet the requirement for membership explicitly denies access to
membership to those without college degrees. AAUW does not promote
equity for all women and girls if the organization maintains exclusionary
membership requirements. The membership requirement is not fair, is not
right, and is not equity. This is simply the right thing to do.”
This is an important issue for AAUW and the Baton Rouge Branch’s board
members ask you to look for the emails discussing this and take action in
support of a change that opens membership to all those who would join us to
support AAUW’s mission of advancing equity for women and girls.
Learn more about this at AAUW.org. See the specific link below.

https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/governance-tools/nationalelection/
Until next month,
June Klimash

Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 10, 2021
by Zoom at 6:30 p.m. All are
welcome.
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Wishing Our President’s Husband
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A Speedy Convalescence

We send best wishes for a speedy recovery to our president June Klimash’s husband Victor. He
recently required unanticipated knee surgery. He is recovering successfully at home. June will be
busy caring for Victor and enabling his physical therapy during the weeks ahead. We hope she will
provide us an update on Victor’s progress in her March President’s Message. June thanks the board
members who have supported her by conducting the zoom event on inauguration day and keeping
up with paper work and communications with the state organization. All our best to the Klimash
family.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR ELEANOR EARLE MEMORIAL
AAUW SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarship applications are now being accepted for 2021 and the deadline is Sunday, March 7.
Each year, AAUW Baton Rouge Branch will award two (2) $500 scholarships to female students.
Eligible candidates must be doctoral students at LSU or Southern University who have completed at
least half of the prescribed program for the degree.
Application documents can be found at https://batonrouge-la.aauw.net/scholarship/.

Members, you can help by promoting this opportunity to students who may be eligible and
interested.
You can also help by donating to the scholarship fund. This could be an excellent opportunity to
make a gift in memory of or in honor of someone. Our treasurer, Pam Baldwin, would be happy to
send an acknowledgement of your gift as you direct. The donation is tax-deductible, too.
We will select the recipients in March and invite them to speak to members at the Annual Meeting in
April.
Thank you for your interest.
Rebecca Triche and Pam Baldwin, Scholarship Committee
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Looking Forward: Call for Officer Candidates
AAUW Baton Rouge will hold its annual meeting in April. New officers will be elected for two-year
terms beginning on July 1. Terms of various offices are staggered.
This year the terms of June Klimash as president and Rebecca Triche as secretary will end. The
nominating committee, consisting of Valerie Jackson-Jones, JiJi Jonas, and Eileen Kennedy,
seeks candidates for president and secretary now.
Newer members may not have considered service as an officer yet, but AAUW Baton
Rouge’s branch will need you soon. Likewise, long time members who have served
previously may be willing to share the experience they garnered as officers in the past or to
accept a new and different challenge. Thank you for considering what you can do to sustain
our branch.
Duties of the President
1. Serve as the official spokesperson and representative for the branch
2. Responsible for submitting any reports and forms as required by Louisiana State AAUW or
National AAUW for the Baton Rouge branch
3. Plan the annual meeting of the branch to be held between April and June each year
4. Organize officer training and exchange of materials each year once new officers are elected and
installed
5. Schedule and lead at least 7 branch board of directors meetings to carry out the business of the
branch. Call special meetings of the board of directors when business must be completed
between scheduled board meetings
6. Establish and oversee committees and interest groups as needed by the Baton Rouge branch
7. Term of office shall begin on July 1.
8. The president shall be elected in odd years and shall serve for 2 years.
Duties of the Secretary
1. Record and keep minutes of all board meetings, the annual membership meeting, the planning
meeting, and any special meetings
2. Attend 8-9 board meetings a year, the annual meeting, and the planning meeting
3. Keep official records for AAUW BR. Assure that important records get archived at LSU’s
Memorial Library for each year (mainly this includes the minutes, meeting agendas, financial
reports, monthly newsletters, media articles, bylaws that are mostly produced by others).
Please consider serving in one of these positions. AAUW is a national organization.
Consider making a two-year commitment to maintain the structure and continuity of the
local branch we enjoy.

Page 4

February 2021
PAGE 3

Looking Back to Last Month:

Holiday Happening

This year’s gathering was not quite the same as in years past, BUT we had a good time, anyway!
Twelve of us joined together via our good friend ZOOM to toast the New Year and to reflect on
2020. We thought that 2021 would HAVE to be better, but after watching the latest news on the day
after the U.S. Capitol riots, we were not so sure. We are grateful that a Covid vaccine has become
available for many of us. This is one time that being “old” is a good thing!
Still looking on the bright side, we were happy to have Joan Bonds, former BR Branch president,
join us from Fredericksburg, VA. If it were not for Zoom, we would not have seen her. And it soon
became apparent that one of the things our members have learned in 2020 has been new ways to
communicate – whether for work or pleasure. Rebecca Triche realized she could work from home
and be more productive in ways she might not have tried. Other members remarked that they can
participate in more branch activities when a trip across town is not required. Members who cannot
get together with family and friends in person are making the effort to stay in touch by phone and
video chat.
But being cooped up inside in front of a computer does get old. Taking a break from teaching on-line
classes at LSU, Margo Brault learned how to grow amaryllis from bulbs. She potted all 250 of them,
decorated them with ribbons and gave quite a few to friends. The rest of them she sold during the
Christmas season at the Downtown Farmer’s Market - 20% of her sales went to Heifer International
for their bee-keeping programs. And Julie Sukkar shared that she has learned to enjoy spending
more time outdoors and grew an herb garden for the first time – nothing like fresh parsley in a
tabbouli salad!
So 2020 did teach us that it’s never too late to learn something new – and that’s a good thing!
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Top row, left to right, Pam Baldwin, Rebecca Triche, Julie Sukkar, Eileen Kennedy; middle row,
Margot Kiehfuss, Carolyn Goudeloucke, Vivian Guillory, Suzanne Besse; and bottom row,
Susan Smolinsky, Sandra Chass Goldsmith, and Sylvia Martinez.

AAUW Members Gathered via Zoom
to Celebrate U.S.’s First Female Vice-President
Photo by Rebecca Triche
(who offers the mirror reading image test as a bonus for you clever ladies!)

Taking a moment to acknowledge an historic milestone is important for perspective. It can also be
very satisfying. AAUW members made it fun, too, when 11 of us gathered via Zoom to watch the
Presidential Inauguration Ceremony on January 20, 2021. It was gratifying to share our immediate
impressions with each other about the speeches, songs, and National Youth Poet Laureate
Amanda Gorman’s poem. We toasted Vice President Kamala Harris and recognized this historymaking event for women and especially women of color. Cheers to breaking that glass ceiling!
“What I want young women and girls to know is: You are powerful and your voice matters.
You're going to walk into many rooms in your life and career where you may be the only one
who looks like you or who has had the experiences you've had. But you remember that when
you are in those rooms, you are not alone. We are all in that room with you applauding you
on. Cheering your voice. And just so proud of you. So you use that voice and be strong.”
-Kamala Harris, US Vice President
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GOP Senator Backs Legislation to Ratify ERA Now
After McConnell Blocked Senate Vote (msn.com)
On Friday, Republican Alaska Senator Lisa Murkowski introduced a joint resolution with Democratic
Maryland Senator Ben Cardin to remove the deadline to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA),
a constitutional amendment that that would specifically state that women are entitled to the same
legal rights as men.
The amendment reads, "Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on account of sex."
As of January 2020, Virginia became the 38th state to ratify the ERA since it was first introduced in
1972, giving it the approval by two-thirds of all states needed to become a new amendment.
However, the ERA's original deadline, established by Congress, was March 22, 1979. It received 35
states' approval by 1977, but the three other states didn't approve it until 2017 onward.
In 2020, the U.S. House passed similar legislation to get rid of the approval deadline, but at the time,
Republican Senate Leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky refused to let the Senate vote on it. When
asked in February if he would support a Senate vote on it, McConnell told reporters, "Oh, I haven't
thought about that. I'm personally not a supporter, but I haven't thought about it."
On Friday, Democratic California Representative Jackie Speier and Democratic New York
Representative Tom Reed also introduced a version of the resolution in the House of
Representatives. The razor-thin Democratic Senate Majority now offers a possibility that both
congressional chambers may remove the deadline if senators can bypass a Republican filibuster.
"As we begin a new Congress, I can think of no better legislation to lead with than one that removes
impediments to find ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment — an amendment that firmly
embeds in law equality between men and women," Murkowski said in a statement.
"There should be no time limit on equality," Senator Cardin said. "Even as we celebrate America's
first female Vice President, our nation is held back as the only modern constitution that fails to
enshrine full equality for both men and women. This is unacceptable."
Rep. Speier, Co-Chair of the Democratic Women's Caucus, said, "Since our country's founding,
women have been left out of the Constitution – intentionally. We were second-class citizens
deprived of basic rights to vote, enter most jobs, or own property. To this day, we are paid less for
our work, violated with impunity, and disproportionately suffer the burden of the COVID-19
pandemic. Enough is enough."
However, even if the deadline removal is approved by both the House and Senate, legal questions
remain about whether the states' approvals, a majority of which occurred in the '70s, would still
count as binding over 40 years later. Furthermore, five state legislatures—Idaho, Kentucky,
Nebraska, Tennessee and South Dakota—have voted to revoke their ERA ratifications since then, a
legal move that may or may not be possible. If allowed, the ERA would fall five states short of its
needed 38-state threshold.
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Evening Book Group

Gourmet

Great Decisions

Wednesday, February 3

Cincinnati 3 Way Chili Lunch

No meeting in February

6:30 p.m. by Zoom

Saturday, February 6

Next meeting will be Tuesday,
March 16

The Great Influenza
by John Barr
Reviewer:
Susan Smolinsky

RSVP Ann Sperry or Catherine
Roundtree

1:00 p.m.
at the home of
Margot Kiehfuss
Please let Margot know if you plan to
attend so she may coordinate what
each guest will bring. We will social
distance and wear masks as
appropriate.

Topic to be announced by email
Participants should order your
briefing books for 2021 through the
Foreign Policy Association. Use the
following link. Be sure you are
ordering the 2021 briefing book.
https:www.fpa.orggreat_decisions
/?act=gd_materials

JiJi and Larry Jonas hosted a party with the theme Good Luck and Money for members of the
AAUW Baton Rouge branch featuring black eyed peas (for luck) and cabbage (for money) on the
menu. Other members brought appetizers and desserts to share..Pictured, left to right are Judy
Nielson, two guests- Jackie and Bryan McDaniels-Chuck Nielson, Charles and Carolyn Stutts,
Margot Kiefuss, and JiJi Jonas. Not pictured were Larry Jonas and Pam and Greg Baldwin.
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Many thanks to JiJi Jonas, Gourmet interest group leader, who had the idea of sharing recipes from
Gourmet events. This month Margot Kiehfuss will host and the recipe for her entrée dish is
shared with you below. Thanks, Margot !

Margot Kiehfuss’s 3 Way Cincinnati Chili Recipe
Serves 8
1 quart water
2 medium sized onions (grate fine)
2-8 ounce cans tomato paste
5 whole allspice
½ teaspoon red pepper
1 teaspoon ground cumin seed

Note that some ingredients unique to this chili
such as allspice, chocolate, and cinnamon are
part of this recipe.
Also note that the chili may be served over

4 tablespoons chili powder (3 Tablespoons are best) spaghetti.
½ ounce bitter chocolate
2 pounds ground beef
4 cloves garlic, minced

Alternatively, it may also be served layered over a
hot dog bun and hot dog instead of over
spaghetti. If that is done, it is called a Coney
Island and, with grated cheese, a cheese Coney.

2 tablespoons vinegar
1 large bay leaf, whole
5 whole cloves
2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce
1 ½ teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon cinnamon
Add ground beef to water in 4 quart pot, stir until beef separates to a fine texture. Boil slowly
for half an hour.

Add all other ingredients. Stir to blend, bringing to a boil: reduce heat and simmer
uncovered for about 3 hours. Last hour, pot may be covered after desired consistency is
reached.
Chili should be refrigerated overnight so that fat can be lifted from top before reheating.
Serve in the following traditional styles.

Chili Plain
Chili and Spaghetti
3 way (chili, spaghetti and shredded cheddar cheese)
4 way (add onions to 3 way)
5 way (add beans to 4 way)
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Would you like to join the Evening Book Club ?
The AAUW Evening Book Group generally meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Unless
otherwise indicated, the group will meet by Zoom. The schedule for the remainder of the 2020 –
2021 year follows:
Susan Smolinsky will review The Great Influenza by John Barry
on February 3.
.

Cathy Roundtree will review The Book Woman of Troublesome
Creek by Kim Michele Richardson on March 3.

Anne Campbell will review The Splendid and the Vile
by Erik Larson on April 7.

APA
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

4

8

9

10

Sat

5

6

Last day to
comment to
AAUW
national
about Open
Membership

Gourmet

11

12

13

18

19

20

Evening
Book Club

7

Fri

Happy
birthday to
Catherine
Roundtree

Board
Meeting

14

15

16

17

Happy
birthday to
Ann Sperry

21

28
March 7
Deadline for
Scholarship

applications

22

23

24

25

Happy
birthday to
Sylvia
Martinez

Happy
birthday to
Margot
Kiehfuss

26

27

